Executives in firing
line on environment

.ly imply that the executsve ofﬁcers of

prominent Queensland legal |

firm has warned executives to

_take heed of new environ-

mental laws that have ‘personal as
well as corporate consequences.

According to Karen van den Brand,

the local government, planning and

environment partner at msl Michael

- Sing Lawyers while most established
businesses recognise the need to be
good corporate citizens in an envi-

ronmental sense, it now makes legal
sense as well. :

- “Although it is simply smart busi-
ness to run yout c_on:'t-pah_y in a man-
ner that is environmentally sustain-

able, executive officers of a company |

should be aware that they can be held

personally liable in circumstances.
where a company is. deemed to have“_ i

breached the level of care requlred 2
said Ms van den Brand.

She said cases prosecuted out of the ’

Enwmnmental Protection Act 1994 clear-
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a corporation must ensure that corpo-

_ration complies with the Act, This
extends from the commission of envi-
_ ronmental offences to complying _

with the general environmental duty.

However, the Act goes even fur- 8
thet, to provide that if a corporation | |
commits an offence against a provi-
';sion of the Act, then each of the |
_ executive: offrcers of the corporation | Planni
j also commits an offence - the | Manag
'-,offence of. farlmg to ensure the cor- | /
poration complies with the Act. o
_: “Executive officers of a company_
_may therefore find themselves in a
po! 1tion where the actions of
employees in all 'wmg ‘o1 causing

envrronmenta] ‘harm to occur,
expose them to criminal hability,"

‘Ms-van den Brand sa:ld “All that is | then
ired is evidence that the corpora- ment,

mmitted an offence.
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